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ADMIRALTY-OrFlce, June 10. 
J Roger Curtis, firit Captain to the Admiral Earl 


Howe is arrived this evening with a Diſpatch from his 
Lordſhip to Mr. Stephens, ct which the following is a Copy. 


Oren Churlottæ at ſea, June 2, 1794. 
SIR, | Uſhant, E. half N. 140 league . 


Thinking it may be neceftary to make a more particular 
report of my proceedings with the Fleet, for the preſent in- 
formation of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, [ 
confine my communications chiefly, in this diſpatch, to the 
occurrences when in the preſence of the enemy yeſterday. 

Finding, on my return off of Brett on the 19th paſt, that 
the French Fleet had, a few days before, put to ſca; and 
receiving, on the ſame evening, advices from Rear-Admiral 
Montague, I deemed it requiſite to form a junction with the 
Rear-Admiral as ſoon as poſſible, and proceeded immediately 
for the ſtation on which he meant to wait for the return of 
the Venus. 

But, having gained very credible intelligence, on the 21ſt 
of the ſame month, whereby I had reaſon to ſuppoſe the 
French Fleet was then but a few leagues farther to the 
Weſtward, the courſe before itcered was altered accordingly. 

On the morning of the 28th the enemy were diſcovered 


far to windward, and partial actions were engaged with 


them that evening and the next day. 


The Weather 84 RN avi 1g been obtained, in the progreſs of | 


the laſt mentioned day, and the fleet being in a fituation for 
bringing the enemy to cloſe action the 1it inſtant, the ſhips 
bore up together for that purpoſe, between ſeven and eight 


_ o'clock in the morning. 


The French, their {force conſiſting of twenty-ſix ſail of 


the line, oppoſed to his Ma;.ity's feet of twenty-tive (the 


Audacious having part ted company with the ſternmoſt ſhip 
of the enemy's line, captured in the night of the 25th) 
waited for the ation and tuitzined the attack with their cuſ- 
tomary reſolution. 

In feſs than an hour after the cloſe action commenced in 


the centre, the French Admiral, engaged by the Queen Char- 


lotte, crowded off, and was followed by moſt of the ſhips 

of his van, in condition to carry ſail after him, leaving with 

us about ten or 1 elve of his crippled or totally diſmaſted 

ſnips, excluſive of one ſunk in the engagement. The Queen 

Charlotte had then loft her fore top-malt, and the main top · 
naſt fell over the ſide very ſoon after. 

The greater number of the other ſhips of the Pritith fleet 
were, at this time, ſo much diſabled or widely ſeparated, 
and under ſuch circumſtances with reſpect to thoſe thips of 
the enemy in a ſtate for action, and with which the firing was 
ſtill continued, that two or three, even of their diſmantled 
ſhips, attempting to get away under a ſpritſail ſingly, or 
imaller ſail raiſed on the ſtump of the foremaſt, could not 


Seven remained in out poſſeſſion, one of which, however, 
ſunk before the adequate atiittance could | be given to her crew; 
but many were ſaved. 

The Brunſwick having loſt her mizen-maſt in the action, 
and drifted to Ileeward of tac French retreating ſhips, was 
obliged to put away large to tue North word from them. Net 
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ſeeing her chaſed by the enemy, in ti;:t predicaent, I II. 
ter myſelf hem. ay arrive in fate ty at F aN il tu 


other 24 ſhips ot his Majcily fleet re-utfi: te 1 in te 


day; 3 and Jam preparing to return with t! "ems as Joon as 
the captured ſhips ot the CHENLY are te 1, urea, ard Pithead. 
The material injury to his Mt clty's Ships, | promos] 


is confined princi;. iy to their mails and vards, Whicl 1 


conclude will le 11 Deadly replac 1 


I have not been ve t able to collect r. zular accounts of the 
killed and wounded in the differe :t bps. 5 Monta- 
gue is the only Officer of his rank who iel! in the Action. 
Ihe Numbers of both Deſert: pbtions Ih. pe nds ; 
the nature of the {-rvice: oniidur. d - but i have 


being 49) add, 011 the 12 28 tubject, had 57, . wes 1 


n wound 1 in the arm, ande that Renz tn; _ 

and Daley, ind Capt. Iiutt fte . een, Lic e. ; 
leg taken on; 'Th * Are, 10 Wee, i! ISLES 2 5 r ; 
to Hear, I ta a favourable; tate under tiefe misieftunne. In 
the captured thips the number of Killed and Wann do e 

to be very contiderable, | a 
Though [ ſhall have, on the ſul; JEET vi Mtefe diRerent acti. 
ons with "the enemy, didlinguiſhed ca. uples 8 . 
port, I pretume the determined brave ry of the fever” ranks 


officers and the ſhips' companies emplyyed under mm: 


+» Þþ 


Y, Will have been a! [ready faticiently denoted ty * 
of their ſpirited exe tions; and, I truſt, I tha!l been 
cuſed for potponing 2 the more detailed narrative of the other 
tranſactions of the Newt thereon, | or being Communintedl at 
a future opportunity ; more eſpecially. as my $23 Cantiin; 
Ch, u ill bo 
4 181 5 
of the Admiralty may at this Time . It is incun bent 
on me, nevertheleſs, now toad, that I um vreweiy 
him for his councils as well as conduct in every 
my oficial duties; a” have fimilar-afiiikines, in the lte 
occurrences, to ac ie of my 
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Serond Captain, Sir 
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